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i\os. 26—31. Ornaments in Perforated Wood designed by Mr. Petsch, Saarbriick. 



VARIOUS. 



TO GILD IRON. 

Rul) the surface of the iron with sodium amalgam, then 
apply a strong solution of chloride of gold. On heating, mercury 
will he driven off, and the iron will be gilded. Silver and plati- 
num can be applied in the same manner. 



PARIS IMPROVEMENTS. 

The Pall Mall Gazette says that some of the works com- 
menced under the late regime arc to be proceeded with, and that 
the city finances have so far recovered from recent events that the 
municipality can afford to lay out 7,000,000 francs as improve- 
ments. Among other works determined upon is the prolongation 
of the Avenue de I'Opera. This superb thoroughfare, which 
is to run from the new Opera house to the Theatre Francais, will, 
when completed, be the finest in Paris. At pi'esent only about 
100 yards ai'e completed at each end, but the ^ 40,000 now voted 
for continuing the Avenue will go far to aid in its completion. 
In addition to the above undertakings over ^ 80,000 is to be 
spent on the Tuileries, and no doul)t the Hotel de Villc will be 
rebuilt. The Palais lloyal is nearly reconstructed, and, until the 
next restoration will be occupied by the council of Slate. It was 



tlioughtj that in clearing away the rubbish many valuable articles 
would be discovered among the debris of the Tuileries, but hardly 
anything of value has been recovered, with the exception of a bronze 
statue of Perseus belonging to M. Thiers, which some member of 
the Commune had probably carried off from the ex-president's hotel 
in the place St. Georges before it was destroyed. 



SOLUBLE GLASS. 

The employment of soluble gloss in the chemical and industrial 
arts is constantly increasing, and its value is now fully established. 
Recently a cement of great hardness and various applicability has 
been produced l)y mixing different bases with this singular sub- 
stance. It is found that, combined with fine chalk and thoroughly 
stirred , it will produce a hard cement in the course of six or eight 
hours. With fine sulphide of antimony a black mass is produced, 
which can be i)oli.shed Avith agate, and possesses a superb metallic 
lustre. Fine iron dust gives a grey black cement, zinc dust pro- 
duces a grey mass exceedingly hard, with a brilliant metallic lustre, 
so that broken or defective zinc cnstings can he mended and 
restored. 



